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RESIDENTS’ PERCEPTIONS OF RELIGIOUS TOURISM AND ITS SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS ON HOST COMMUNITIES: A STUDY OF REDEMPTION
CAMP, MOWE, OGUN STATE, NIGERIA.

ABSTRACT
Religious tourism has been identified as one of the major tourism types with impacts on the
socio-cultural and economic life of the host community. Nigeria is well-known globally for
high level Christian religious activities attracting worshippers from different countries.
However, little is documented on the socio-economic impacts of the religious tourists flow to
Christian religious sites on host communities in Nigeria. This paper was designed to
investigate the socio-economic impact of Christian religious tourism on host communities,
using the Redemption Camp, RCCG and Mowe Community, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway,
Ogun State, Nigeria as a case study. Both quantitative and qualitative research method were
adopted and the research instruments used in the study were reconnaissance surveys and
interviews involving informal as well as structured questionnaires. Findings revealed that the
Redemption Camp has a vast array of modern infrastructure, financial and educational
institutions, commercial, hospitality and recreational centres in addition to faith-related
institutions. Religious tourism activities of the camp have advanced the way of life of the host
community and positively impacted on their socio-economic development resulting in the
creation of more job opportunities and the enhancement of Christian faith and improvement
of the standard of living of the residents. However, respondents agreed that religious tourism
has resulted in increased environmental pollution and traffic congestion of the host
community. In conclusion, the study revealed that religious tourism activities in the area had
tremendous positive socio-economic impacts with few challenges on the host community.

Keywords: Religious Tourism, Residents’ Perception, Socio-economic Impacts, Redemption
Camp, Host Community.

Introduction
Religious travel is perhaps the oldest and most widespread type of travel in human history
which dates back to the beginnings of many of the world’s religion (Casson 1974; Westwood,
1997; Tommasi 2002) and remains one of the most important types of tourism in the world
today going by the rapid increase in religious tourists’ arrivals (Bilim and Ozer, 2016).

Historical records have proven that people at different times have travelled to various sites for
several purposes: trade, health, religious conventions, war, economic engagements among
others (Benson, 2013). Religious tourism is a subset of cultural tourism, whereas cultural
tourism is a broad concept encompassing everything that defines a community from its way
of life to tangible and intangible elements of her culture (Simone-Charteris and Boyds, 2010).
Religious tourism has been defined to include all forms of travel activities such as pilgrimage
and visits to religious sites, religious conferences and conventions, religious dramatic
presentations and rural evangelism among others (Ron, 2009; Simone-Charteris and Boyd,
2010).
There are several religious tourism destinations in Nigeria, especially those of the Christian
religion where Christians attend church conferences and conventions either monthly or
annually. The annual church gatherings usually bring together Christians from different
churches within and outside Nigeria. A few of such are the Holy Ghost congress or
convention of the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), the Shiloh gathering of the
Living Faith Ministries also known as Winner’s Chapel, the Mountain of Fire and Miracle
Ministries and the Annual Convention of the Deeper Life Christian Ministry among others.
The country has a wealth of other religious tourism destinations, but the Christian Religious
destinations have made the most impacts in the light of the rapidly increasing number of both
international and domestic religious tourists’ arrivals and receipt as well as various
developments going on in these destinations, and the increasing revenues generated by the
government and the host community. Mowe, a small town in Ogun State Nigeria, is the
location of the Redemption Camp of the RCCG, Nigeria. The town experiences visitors in
millions annually for either the RCCG convention which is usually held in August or the
Holy Ghost Congress which takes place in December (Figure 1). Research reports have
shown that towns, cities and regions with sacred sites reap the benefits of attractiveness to
these sites. Such benefits go beyond tourism, to spiritual benefits and others such as services
developed to cater for the needs of the visitors (Hudman and Jackson, 1992). Visitors in
religious sites need some form of food and drink, accommodation, transportation and
facilities for recreation and shopping (Din, 1989; Simone-Charteris and Boyd, 2010).
In the context of tourism, the private sector is made up of small to medium-sized business,
which provides services ranging from accommodation to food, transportation and
entertainment (Fayos-Sola, 1996). Basically, the primary aim of visitors to religious tourism
sites remains spiritual benefits, but it has now extended to include economic benefits. The
economic benefits associated with religious tourism have been reported to be greater than

those associated with other market segments because pilgrims and other religious tourists are
avid buyers of religious souvenirs (Fleishcher, 2000). Religious tourism sites not only impact
positively on the development of their host communities but also offer the opportunity to
reduce prejudice, foster attitudinal change and bridge cultural differences through contact
with people from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds (Khamouna and Zeiger, 1995).
The Nigerian Tourism Development Cooperation (NTDC) reported that the Holy Ghost
Congress of the Redeemed Christian Church of God attracts 3 million visitors yearly with
visitors from 34 countries: 14 African and 20 Non-African countries (NTDC, 2008). Over
$10 million is spent on accommodation and feeding by foreign delegates at the annual
gathering while domestic delegates spend approximately $200 million on accommodation,
transport, food and souvenirs among others (NTDC, 2008; Uko 2008; Benson, 2013).
Limited research investigations have been recorded on Christian religious tourism sites in
Nigeria. These include the reports of Gbadegesin (2004); Uko (2008); NTDC (2008);
Obieluem & Okpoko (2017); and Ele C.O. (2017). A number of Christian religious centres in
Nigeria are known for their ability to attract both foreign and local worshippers especially
during one event or the other. At such times, there is usually a great influx of visitors into the
host community of such centres. Nevertheless, the socio-economic aspect of Christian
religious institutions on host communities is hardly being investigated in the country. This
paper was therefore designed to investigate the socio-economic impact of Christian religious
tourism on host communities using the Redemption Camp, RCCG and Mowe Community,
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, Ogun State, Nigeria as a case study. The study adopted the
dynamics of religious tourism model (Shinde, 2003). This model explains the interaction
between religious tourists and host community thereby relating it to the associated impacts
(Figure 2).

Figure 1. A cross section of worshippers at the Redemption Camp during an annual
programme on the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, Mowe, Ogun State, Nigeria.

Source: Premium Times (2020).
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Figure 2: Dynamics of Religious Tourism Model (Shinde, 2003) modified.

Materials and Methods
The Redemption Camp of RCCG and Mowe Town, located along the Lagos-Ibadan
Expressway, Obafemi Owode Local Government Area, Ogun State, Nigeria were used as the
location for the study. The study was conducted within 6 months (July to December, 2018).
The study utilized both qualitative and quantitative approaches to research data collection.
The research instruments used in the study were reconnaissance surveys (Olukole, 2014) and
interviews involving informal as well as structured questionnaires in line with specific
research questions interpreted within the local content (Terzidou et al., 2008).
Reconnaissance surveys were carried out to have a qualitative assessment of commercial
centres and business establishments located within the Redemption Camp and 50km radius of
the camp to capture the actual host community, Mowe Town. Within a period of 6 months, at
the occasion of the monthly camp gathering of the RCCG, a total number of 300 respondents
were interviewed at random both informally and through structured questionnaires. Three
categories of respondents were targeted: residents of Redemption Camp, residents of Mowe,
agents and owners of business establishments (banks, supermarkets and market stalls, shops,
hotels, restaurants, filling stations, taxi operators, vendors as well as car fixing and repairs)
found within the Redemption Camp and 50km radius of the camp. In order to obtain a fair

distribution of information from respondents, 100 questionnaires were administered on each
of the three categories of respondents alongside tape-recorded informal interviews.
Aspects of socio-economic impacts were investigated in the questionnaire. These aspects
were anchored by the 5-point Likert scale (1=strongly disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral;
4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree) as reported by Kim and Patrick, 2005.
Data Analysis
Qualitative data were analysed following guidelines from Creswell (2003). Quantitative data
were analysed using simple descriptive statistics involving the expression of data as mean
and standard deviation using the Graphpad prism for statistical analysis. The tape-recorded
interviews with respondents were transcribed, data obtained were coded using the Microsoft
excel and thereafter synthesized into proof and power quotes.
Results
Demographic characteristics of respondents
Demographic characteristics of respondents revealed an unbiased gender balance, females
being 52% of the total number of respondents. 75% of the respondents were within the age
bracket of 20-69, 40% of which were single. Age bracket 70 and above was 5% of the
respondents while the 13-19 age bracket was 20% of the total number of respondents. 52% of
these respondents had tertiary education, 38% were secondary school leavers while the
primary school leavers and the non-educated were 8% and 2%, respectively.
Findings from Reconnaissance surveys
Findings showed that the Redemption Camp hosts worshippers on a monthly basis, usually
from every last Friday of the month to Monday of the preceding week. The camp also hosts
other regular events which are usually on an annual basis. Reconnaissance surveys reveal that
the Redemption Camp comprises worship centres with a major auditorium, known as Arena
which is three-kilometre by three-kilometre in dimension, and being able to seat as much as 3
million people. The camp also has residential quarters (official and private), financial
institutions (four commercial banks), educational institutions from crèche up to tertiary
levels, hotels and resort centres as well as administrative buildings. Others include: health
centre, media house, Bible College, School of Disciples, supermarket, shops, business
centres, restaurants and a number of large expanse of land used as parking spaces for
vehicles. At the entrance of the camp is a police station as well as a filling station in addition
to the neighbouring ones that serve the entire camp and its host community. Observation of
the camp during gathering and non-gathering times confirmed assertions by respondents that
commercial activities were usually almost nil on days without gatherings. Observation

showed that most shops and markets stalls were obviously empty during non-gathering times
while financial institutions as well as hospitality centres recorded low patronages during such
periods. The number of vendors, market stalls traders, taxi operators and car fixing and
repairs personnel also increased on days of worship. Also, except for educational institutions
which had usual traffic during seasons, other areas, especially the official residents and
worship grounds recorded very low traffic during non-worship days. On worship days, for
worship event slated to commence at 20:00, heavy traffic of vehicles was noticed as early as
11:00, while the peak of heavy traffic into and within the camp was observed to be between
21:00 and 23:00.
Findings from Interviews
Respondents’ Perception of Religious Tourists
Respondents agreed (mean value of 4.23) that religious tourists were always welcomed by the
host community even as they approved the increase of such (Table 1). According to
respondents, religious tourism has advanced the way of life of the host community and
impacted greatly on the development of the host community. However, respondents were
neutral (Mean of 3.2) on whether or not religious tourism activities sometimes constitute
nuisance to the host community (Table 1). Regardless of the positive impacts of tourists to
the Redemption Camp, respondents were of the opinion that tourists’ activities at the camp
have caused security concern to the host community.
Respondents’ Perception of Social Impacts of Religious Tourism at the Redemption
Camp
Findings revealed that religious tourism has enhanced family values and Christian faith,
promoted civic relationship, recreational activities as well as the enhancement of
infrastructural development of the host community (Table 2). However, respondents were
neutral on the statements that religious tourism around the Redemption Camp has enhanced
unity among residents and promoted social vices in the host community. Respondents
strongly agreed that religious tourism has resulted in increased environmental pollution and
traffic congestion of the Redemption Camp and its host community. Majority of the
respondents were of the opinion that the influence of tourists in the area has resulted in the
erosion of traditional values and imparted negatively on honesty and transparency among
residents of the host community (Table 2).
Respondents’ Perception of Economic Impacts of religious tourism at the Redemption
Camp

The overall view of the respondents on location of more business establishments and creation
of job placements as benefits of religious tourism was high (Table 3). Respondents also
agreed that religious tourism activities at the Redemption Camp have resulted in increased
income for residents, increased municipal tax revenue (due to the establishment of
educational and financial institutions at the Redemption Camp) as well as improvement in the
standard of living of the host community. Also, findings revealed that prices of land and
properties around the Redemption Camp have appreciated due to the influx of tourists into
the area.

Table 1. Perceptions of Religious Tourists by Residents
S/N Variable

Mean SD

1

Religious tourists are always welcomed by host community

4.2

0.83

2

Religious tourism has advanced the way of life of residents of host

4.5

0.62

3.2

1.73

4.6

0.71

community
3

Religious tourism activities sometimes constitute nuisance to host
community

4

Religious tourism positively impact on the development of host
community

5

Number of tourists to Redemption Camp should increase

3.7

0.94

6

The presence of religious tourists on Redemption Camp has caused

4.3

0.75

security concern to host community

Table 2. Social Impacts of Religious tourists at Redemption Camp
S/N Impacts

Mean SD

1

Enhancement of Family Values

3.8

0.63

2

Promotion of Honesty and Transparency

2.5

1.32

3

Enhancement of Infrastructural development 3.9

0.82

4

Enhancement of Christian Faith

4.8

0.32

5

Increase in Environmental pollution

4.5

0.32

6

Increase in Traffic Congestion

4.9

0.21

7

Erosion of Traditional Values

4.0

0.61

8

Promotion of Civil Relationships

4.3

0.97

9

Enhancement of Unity among Residents

3.2

1.65

10

Promotion of Social Vices

3.5

1.24

11

Promotion of Recreational Activities

3.7

0.89

Table 3. Economic Impacts of Religious Tourists at Redemption Camp
S/N Impacts

Mean SD

1

Creation of Job Opportunities

4.4

0.58

2

Increased Income

4.1

0.92

3

Increased Municipal Tax Revenue

3.5

1.23

4

Increase in the Price of Land and Properties 4.7

0.38

5

Improved Standard of Living

4.0

0.82

6

Location of more Business Establishments

4.3

0.75

Discussion
The Redemption Camp, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, Ogun State, Nigeria, is the international
Headquarters of the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG). The Lagos-Ibadan
Expressway has a number of Christian religious sites that attract large number of worshippers
from both Nigeria and other countries (especially during special programmes) either on a
monthly or yearly basis. The camp is the seat of the General Overseer of the RCCG
worldwide, Pastor E.A. Adeboye. The Redemption Camp plays host to local and international
tourists (worshippers) who come for the purpose of worship among other purposes
throughout the year. This study has shown that the activities of tourists to the Redemption
Camp impact positively on the socio-economy status of its host community. The positive
socio-economic impact of religious tourism observed in this study agrees with the findings of
previous authors on the impact of religious sites on the socio-economic development of host
communities (Terzidou, et al., 2008; Cassar, 2020).
The Redemption Camp is able to impact positively on the socio-economy of its host
community, by virtue of a vast array of social amenities located within the camp. The
location of four commercial banks as well as tertiary educational institutions, a polytechnic
and other schools in the camp are suggestive of the high level of financial activities and the
positive impact of the camp on its host community. Our observations on the roles these
institutions play in the lives of the host community agree with the report of Fatoki (2017). It
can be inferred that the availability of social amenities like banks, hotels, schools,
recreational centres, supermarkets, and automobile fixing centres among others, within the
Redemption Camp, will increase job opportunities for the teaming unemployed populace and
increase the standard of living of the host community. Also, the size of the camp as well as
the sitting capacity (three million) of its three-kilometre by three-kilometre worship
auditorium has earned it, the church that has been able to pull the largest congregation of
worshipers at a single convention in the history of Christian religion globally (Premium
Times, 2020). Such a gathering is expected to attract a lot of economic benefits and in return
improve the standard of living of the host community of the camp. This explains why most of
the respondents in the study were of the opinion that religious tourism is welcomed by the
residents of the host community to the Redemption Camp and desired that the number of
worshippers keep increasing with time. On the contrary, some respondents were of the
opinion that religious tourism activities of the area could sometimes constitute certain level of
nuisance. This may not be unexpected with such high number of worshippers. Also, the large

number of tourists to the camp could explain why some respondents agree that tourists’
activities in the area have been a cause for security concern. This reason could have led to the
siting of a police station at the Redemption Camp to prevent the breakdown of law and order.
In current study, respondents unanimously agreed that religious tourism has enhanced family
values and Christian faith, promoted civic relationship, recreational activities as well as the
enhancement of infrastructural development of the host community. This is probably the
direct result of the economic impact of the available social amenities and vast human
resources the camp is able to attract to the host communities. Hotels and other hospitality
service providers in the host community are expected to benefit immensely from the influx of
tourists into the camp. This is in agreement with the findings of Zarb on the patronage of
religious sites (Spiteri, 2014; Zarb, 2020).
The claim by majority of respondents in the study that religious tourism has resulted in
increased environmental pollution and traffic congestion of the Redemption Camp and the
host community is of public health importance. Observations confirmed that the number of
vehicles coming into and around the camp on days of worship is sufficient to cause
environmental hazards. The roads leading to very busy religious sites are not able to
accommodate religious tourists flow during the peak of visits. This has been a major problem
at many religious tourism sites and this agrees with the documentations of UNIVEN
Research Report (2015) on the impact of religious tourism. Also, the assertion by majority of
the respondents in this study that the flow of tourists into the area has resulted in the erosion
of traditional values and impacted negatively on honesty and transparency among residents of
host community may be a pointer to the vast array of origins and backgrounds of visitors to
the camp. The Christian religion, despite all the developmental strides that heralded its
acceptance in Nigeria, has been fingered in the fast erosion of the customs and traditions of
native communities. The attempt by natives to go the way of life of the visitors in the
communities without a proper understanding of the core values of these visitors have been
one of the major factor incriminated in the erosion of cultural values. One will expect the
arrival of worshippers into the host community to positively impact on the moral values of
residents unlike findings from respondents. It could be inferred that this observation is ageinduced and not necessarily the effect of tourist flow into the areas as such, factors as
westernisation as well as insatiable human appetite cannot be overlooked in this instance.
Respondents’ opinion about the high economic impact of religious tourism activities at the
Redemption Camp, leading to an increase in income for residents and increased municipal tax
revenue for the state government is expected of any community attracting such a high number

of tourists regularly with the presence of a number of corporate and private businesses in
addition to commercial and educational institutions with a great number of staff. This shows
that the Redemption Camp, apart from being a source of spiritual resource, serves as a great
economic benefit to the government and the people in the host community. Similar
observations have been reported by previous authors (Ezugwu, 2013; Bilim and Ozer, 2016).
Tourism has been associated with economic growth, as it is being measured through the
statistics relevant to the number of tourist arrivals to destinations, accommodation per night
and revenue resulting from such activities Zarb (2020).

Conclusion and Recommendations
Religious tourism activities within and around the Redemption Camp have positively
impacted on the host community by improving the standard of living and promoting Christian
faith values which have affected the social lives of the residents of the host community.
Activities in the camp have created job opportunities for host community, increased tax
revenue for government, and enhanced the development of social infrastructural amenities
among others. Religious tourism activities of the area studied have made more of positive
impact on the socio-economic well-being of the host community than the few challenges
identified. It is recommended that religious tourism destinations should work in collaboration
with the host community in ensuring that environmental rules for best practices are adopted,
cultural values are not eroded, and that the tourist arrivals is not allowed to compromise the
security status of host community.
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